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women and children. The cancelling of marriage gifts
and dowry prolongs the economic dependence of the
young. All these illustrate the fact that the cere-
monial expenses are not altogether waste or luxury.
They perform essential functions in social life.

Again, the marriage feast provides an opportunity for
the gathering of relatives for recognizing newly
established kinship ties and reinforcing the old. The
kinship tie is not a matter of sentimental relation only.
It regulates various types of social relation. From
the economic point of view, it prescribes the mutual
obligation to join the financial aid society (XV-2),
and the periodical offering of gifts. In the modified
marriage ceremony, the list of guests invited is usually
shortened. This loosens the wider kinship ties and
thus closes, in the long run, a possible channel of
financial help. These consequences may not be im-
mediate and apparent but will be felt eventually. This
is why the people reject the institution of siaosiv and
revert to the normal course as soon as economic con-
ditions allow. Many even, in order to maintain the
traditional procedure, delay marriage or borrow money
to stage the ceremony in an unimpaired form.

In view of the importance of ceremonial occasions
in the life of the people, it is not surprising to find the
high percentage of ceremonial expenses in the domestic
budget. For an average family of four members,
assuming the average length of life to be fifty years,
there will be one ceremonial occasion every five years.
The minimum expenses for these ceremonies are
estimated as follows : birth 30 dollars, marriage 500
dollars, and funeral 250 dollars. The average annual
expense will be 50 dollars. It amounts to one-seventh
of the whole annual expenditure.